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FROM all walks of life, 
coming from hospital 
sick beds in plaster, 
using artificial limbs 
and crutches, children 
whose short lives had 
been clouded by pain 
and struggle against 
massive handicap arriv- 
ed at The Spastic 
Society’s headquarters 
to have their courage 
rewarded. 


There were 10 finalists 
chosen from more than 
500 who took part in the 
Society’s annual Achieve- 
ment Award and they were 
all winners in their own 
right. Even the judges who 
had spent so much of the 
past few weeks learning 
of their special qualities 
were amazed when they 
met the children behind 
the moving stories of deter- 
mination and cheerful 
endurance. 


His cup 


The silver cup and £250 
cheque crowned Alan 
Mather’s fight back from a 
brain tumour which has 
left him, at 14, with one eye 
with limited sight, deafness, 
epilepsy and other prob- 
lems. 

Christopher Briggs, 16, 
from Scotland, found his 
journey worthwhile — he 
received the second prize 
of £50. Despite being 
handicapped by cerebral 
palsy he has worked hard 
to achieve independence 
and his crowning moment 
came when he, single- 
handed, saved his family 
from being lost when fire 
swept their home. 

Julie Cleves, 11, received 
the third prize of £25 and 
the accolade from her 
school teacher in a large 
comprehensive that “Her 
personality overshadows 
her disability” for she 
suffers from a_ crippling 
disease which means she 
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Gifts aid access for 
Canterbury pilgrims 


CANTERBURY Cathed- 
ral has been a mecca for 
pilgrims for centuries but 
for those in wheelchairs ‘t 
has not been the easiest 
shrine to visit. Now a 
contribution from the Blue 
Peter BBC TV children’s 
programme appeal,  to- 
gether with £100 from the 
Canterbury and Kent 
Coast Spastics Group, will 
change all that. 

The Dean and Chapter 
of the cathedral had 
already organised an 
appeal fund to improve 


access for the disabled and 
the Kent Group felt that in 
the International Year of 
Disabled People a donation 
would. be appropriate. 
Particularly as on June 14 
the cathedral will be the 
setting for the annual ser- 
vice for the handicapped. 


Among those who will 
attend this year are the 
Mayor and Mayoress of 
Canterbury, David Crouch, 
the city’s MP, and the 
Society’s Director, Tim 
Yeo, who will give the 
address. 


he little 


who found 
_ Royal favour 


Duchess of Kent 


at Society’s HQ 


OUR picture shows the moment when little Alistair 
McBratney, who had come to London from his 
Norfolk home for the severely handicapped for 
assessment, captured the heart of a Duchess. 


With an impulsive gesture of affection the 
Duchess of Kent leant forward and caressed Alis- 
tair’s cheek as she heard of Alistair’s struggle in his 
nine years of life. For his assessment at the Society’s 
headquarters coincided with an informal visit by 
the Patron, the Duchess of Kent. 


Earlier in the day, as Alistair had been under- 
going tests with doctors, psychologists and social 
workers, the Duchess had been greeted by the Chair- 
man Mrs Joyce Smith, pictured above. 


It was the Duchess’s first visit to Park Crescent 
since Mrs Smith took on the Chairman’s role, and 
Tim Yeo was appointed Director. 


The sun shone down with an unseasonal warmth 
matched only by that of the Duchess’s smile as she 
toured the building. And her deep concern and 
wide understanding of the problems faced by the 
handicapped and the Society’s endeavours to help 
them were apparent as she talked to nearly every 
member of staff. So engrossed did the Duchess 
become in chatting, that her tour ran an hour over 
schedule. 

® More pictures in the next issue of Spastics 
News. 
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Shock 
‘No’ to 
flats 
plan 


PLANS to build two 
specially adapted flats 
for disabled people in 
Cardiff have been 
crushed by angry local 
residents and the City 
Council. 


The Spastics Society 
hoped to build the flats in 
addition to a current block 
in Oakdene Close, Cyn- 
coed, a select residential 
area of the city. 

More than 200 local 
people signed a_ petition 
objecting to the Society’s 
plans, and after a long 
debate the City Council’s 
planning committee rejec- 
ted the application. 


Appeal? 


The Society must now 
either appeal to the Welsh 
Office against the decision 
or change its plans. 

The original block of 
flats was built in 1975 
and residents then raised 
no objections fo the siting 
or size of the developmenf, 

The petition was started 
by Mr Roger Law, who 
feared extra development 
on the site would affect the 
market value of his home. 

Mr Law said: “The two 
flats were to be built only 
10 metres behind my house 
on a rise. The skyline 
would have been blocked 
out.” : 

He added that he found 
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THINK BRITISH 


‘The Avon de Luxe 


NAIDEX ’81 
See us on 
Stands 
75 and 76 


The Avon de Luxe is now available in three sizes, 12 ins, 
14 ins and 16 ins with a choice of chassis for indoor and 
outdoor usé, 

Ideal for young handicapped people as the many 
accessories available tailor the chair to individual 
requirements, : 
Send today for further details. 


Dept. N69 SN 
FREEPOST (No stamp required) 
Salisbury, Wilts SP12YZ Telephone 0772 20441 


Newton Aids Limited co-operate closely with The Spastics Society in the development 
of new aids for the handicapped. and in. the improvements of existing .aids. 


> EVITA SUTEES 
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Tydfil! Although the festive season is over for the rest 
of us, the Christmas Industry is at work the year round. 

Confectionery manufacturer O.P. Chocolates in 
Mid Glam supplied Advent Calendars containing milk 
chocolates shapes and toys for sale through the Society, 
and for every calendar sold a donation was made. Santa 
Claus recently finished accounting for last Christmas’s 
bonanza, and as a result the Society Greetings Card 
controller, Maura Taylor, was presented with £500 from 
O.P.’s Mr John Golfar watched by Peter Warrington of 
marketing. 

And work is on hand for the joint venture to be 
repeated this coming Yule-tide. 


Where are you now 
BRIAN Hannigan—where Brian? 


are you now? Nanette 

Pushong wants to hear 
school records and the 
building where the Hannigans 


from you. 2 
Nanette’s mother has enlisted 
lived has been demolished. 
As a last ditch attempt Mrs 


the help of. Spastics News in 
Pushong has contacted Spastics 


tracing the whereabouts of 
Brian. who was a_ school 


friend of Nanette at Thurlow News on the chance that 
Park Physically Handicapped  Brian’s mother is a regular 
School in London until 1965. — reader. 


“If we can find out Brian’s 
whereabouts, address and tele- 
phone number it will be 
greatly appreciated!” 

So if Brian or anyone who 


In those days Brian lived in 
Bramah Road, SW9, but when 
Brian and Nanette went on to 
separate training schemes they 
lost touch with- each other. 


Recently _ Nanette has. been knows him see this, please 
dreaming. of Brian and these contact Mrs Pushong at 4 
dreams are causing her to Papworth Way, Cressingham 


worry. Mrs-Pushong has had 
no luck in tracing him through 


Gardens Estate, Tulse Hill, 
London SW2 2NL. 
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“wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair... 
| wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight ... 


| wish | had a Newton...zzzzz“ 


SANTA Claus is alive and well and living in Merthyr 


IN a world of ghastly jargon in which a dozen long 
words do the work of three short ones, there is a 
lesson for anyone devoted to social-science-speak in the 
new notices in Marks and Spencer stores. Just an orange 
display card with the international access symbol of the 
wheelchair and the words “Happy to help”. Not — “The 
management advise disabled customers and _ persons 
accompanying them that members of staff have been 
instructed to assist them with their purchases in the store 
and with access to departments or other parts of the 
premises which may not be easily negotiated by wheel- 
chair users”. (A real notice, we kid you not.) 

The phrase “Happy to help” sums up everything 
that needs to be said, and even sounds cheerful, willing 
and encouraging. It should be noted and inwardly 
digested by. anyone who has ever used phrases like “on- 
going interface situation” and “the infra-structure of 
vehicle . transportation for motor-handicapped, non- 
ambulant persons”, two choice examples of jargon which 
gobbly-gooked their way to the Spastics News editorial 
desk this week — and caused quite a nasty turn to its 
occupants. 

Charities, and indeed all “do gooder” organisations, 
be they statutory or voluntary, are often guilty of an 
excess of words when they try to get their message across 
to the public, but clever M and S has shown us that short 
is still very sweet. 


THINKING of short, successful slogans recalls the one 
on which the Society grew, and has never been bettered 
— PLEASE HELP SPASTICS — but which is now a 
matter of constant debate because of objections to the 
use of the word “spastic.” 


The problem is the alternative. There are those 
who would like “cerebral palsied person” to take the 
place of that offending word and change the name of 
The Spastics Society in spite of the nearly 30 years of 
public goodwill which our name has built up. Yes. 
“spastic” is a horrible word; “cerebral palsied person” 
is an even uglier phrase, and we have been told as 
imprecise medically to describe the condition as the word 
it would replace. 

As to the cost of not only telling the public, but of 
changing everything from the stationery to the Spastics 
Pool, then would not complaints about shortage of funds 
fall on very deaf ears? 

As Spastics News bears the brunt of the spastic— 
cerebral palsied wrangle, it was amusing to read of a 


similar battle reported in the National Union of 
Your Ads 
WANTED: Secondhand 


Batricar or outside electric 
wheelchair. Will pay up to 
£400.—Write or telephone 
Mrs Kathleen Turner, 50 


Oxenholme, Harrington 
Square, London NW1 2JN 
(01-388 3395). 


ADAPTED Toyota Hiace 
Caravanette, S reg, rear 
Ratcliffe tail-lift, seats four 
ples driver when wheel- 
; chair in position, Calor 
inyh | gas fridge and _ cooker, 
\ 32,000 miles. Price £5,000. 
Contact Mr J. W. Maxted, 
51 Southern Road, South- 
bourne, Bouremouth BH6 
3SS. Tel 0202 4120018. 


VISIT the North Surrey 
group’s exhibition: “To work 
or not to work.” 

It sets out the problems and 
possibilities of employment 
for the disabled person and 
is being held at the Spastics 
Work Centre, 13 Geneva 
Road, Kingston-upon-T hames, 
on Friday, June 5 and Satur- 
day, June 6 from 10 am to 4.30 
pm. 


Don’t just lie there dreaming. Many of our clients woke up long ago to the fact 


that because the Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair weighs only 30 Ibs, it is 
more manoeuvreable and easier to push. Folded, it stows comfortably into most 


car boots. 


Newton really is the dream wheelchair. Contact us today for further information 


meacway wor 


Garretts Green Lane, Birmingham B33 0SQ 


Telephone 021-783 6083 


‘SEE US AT NAIDEX ‘81 — STAND 81 


When only the best will do — go Newton 


TREZISE Cottage, St Martin 
in Meneage, Helston TR12 
6EF. Telephone: Manaccan 
(032623) 584. An _ attractive 
holiday cottage to let in a 
quiet and unspoilt area of the 
Lizard Peninsula’ which has 
been designed to accommodate 
a family with a physically 
handicapped member. Down- 
stairs _ accommodation. - com- 
prises of _ bedroom, living 
room, kitchen and_ spacious 
shower room with wide doors, 
no sills, waist high electric 
sockets, ramps to front and 
patio entrances. Upstairs — 
two double rooms, a four bunk 
room and bathroom, Apply to: 
Mrs D. Russell, 


cS 


rnalists’ newspaper. 
ates NUJ hae a charity called the Widow and 
Orphan Fund and for two years the delegates at the 
annual meeting have requested the charity’s management 
committee to change the name. They favour General 
Benevolent Fund instead of the “old fashioned” Widow 
and Orphan. 

What happened at the AGM just held? The forth- 
right lady who chairs the charity’s. committee successfully 
resisted the name change, adding: “I don’t give a b - - - - - 


what anything is called as long as it does what it is. 


supposed to do.” : 

Naturally enough, the NUJ’s newspaper did not use 
the discreet dashes. Spastics News politely feels it must, 
but you probably get the drift. 


DID you see the BBC TV “Man Alive” programme in 
April about the care of pregnant women and new born 
babies, in which experts and representatives of con- 
cerned organisations gathered for a studio discussion? 
Apart from proving yet again that too many talking 
heads make tedious television, especially when they 
all talk at once, and giving too much time to the pro-home 
birth lobby, many viewers who stuck with it to the 
end must have been amazed at the bewildering number 
of organisations whose names flashed up on the screen. 

As each and every one was fighting for better services 
for mothers and babies, the one impression left by the 
programme was — why on earth don’t they all get 


together? 


Battles are won by a concentration of forces, not 
minor skirmishes. It is to be hoped, but not expected, that» 
when the programme was over, the earnest representatives 
of that plethora of organisations decided to form a 
radical, united group which would make even a com- 
placent government take action. 


Festival time for 
dancing wheels 


TO- the “strains of the 
quickstep, the  cha-cha, 
disco and the military two- 
step hundreds of dancers 
have been spinning and 
wheeling their way through 
three wheelchair dance 
festivals staged in April at 
Cheltenham, Oldham and 
the Society’s Craig-y-Parc 
School, Pentrych near Car- 
diff. 


Seventy handicapped child- 
ren and adults took part in 
the Welsh wheelchair dance 
festival at Craig y Parc. 


Judges were Miss M. Ain- 
ley of Falmouth, a member 
of the executive council of 
the Wheelchair Dance Associa- 
tion; Mrs _ §S. Murphy, senior 
lecturer at Eastbourne Physical 
Education College; and Mr T. 
Purbrick, of Arncott, a mem- 
ber of the Wheelchair Dance 
Association. 

Teams taking part were 
the Carmarthen Red Cross, 
Plant y Delyn, Penarth, and 
Craig y Pare School. 


Feams 


Over 120 adults and children 
took part in the festival at 
Cheltenham. Teams were: 
“Cedar School Country Dance 
‘eam, A and B, Nursling, 
Southampton; “Rainbow Dan- 


cers”, A and -C, Wyvern 
House, Askett, -Princes. Ris- 
borough, Bucks; “Claremont 
Friday”, and “Claremont 


Thursday”, Claremont School, 
Henleaze Park, Westbury-on- 
Trym, Bristol; Valence School, 
Westerham, Kent; “The Lady- 


well Wheelers”, Lewisham, 
London, SE; “Concordes Dae 
and “Concordes. C”, Stokes 
Croft, Bristol; “Musical 
Chairs” A and C”, Arncott, 
Bicester, Oxon; “Spinning 
Wheels”, Torbay, Devon; 
“The  Grangers”, — Wilfred 
Pickles ‘School, Tixover 
Grange, Duddington, Stam- 


ford, Lincs; “The Choughs”, 
A and B, Falmouth, Corn- 
walle oo f 

Judges were: Mrs D. Mon- 
zani, well-known teacher of 


dance; Mrs S. Murphy, senior 
lecturer of Dance; and Mr 
E. Hughes, the Wheelchair 
Dance Association. 

Teams taking part in the 
north of England festival at 
Oldham were: Cressy Fields, 
Alfreton, Derby; Jubilee 
Wheelers, Jubilee Centre, 
Bolton; DASH, Accrington; 
Loxley Arrows, Dukinfield, 
Cheshire; Rycote Spinners, 
Rycote Centre, Derby; Telford 
Wheelers and Telford Tigers, 
Telford School, Manchester; 
Park Dean Group, Fitton Hill, 
Oldham; White Roses of 
York, Acomb, York; White 
Rosebuds of York; Acomb; 
Faseman House, Coventry; 
The Foxes, Chadderton; 
The Fox Cubs, Chadderton. 


Judges 


Judges were: Mrs D. Liddell 
of The Spinning McLeods 
Wheelchair Dance Team, 
Edinburgh; Mr R. C. Brickley 
of the Fifers, Glenrothes; and 
Mr Edward Hughes of The 
Spastics Society’s Craig y 
Parc School. The Announcer 
and Recorder was Mr 
A. T. S. Edwards, The Spastics 
Society’s Physical Education 
Adviser. 


IYDP diary 


MORE items to add to the 
Diary of International Year 
of Disabled People events 
published in the March 
and April editions of Spas- 
tics News: . 

Croydon, Sutton and 
District Spastics Society: 
May 11-15, 18-22 — Dis- 
play in foyer, Tabener 
House; 16 Fair at 
Rotary Field, together with 
Croydon Lions; 23-25 — 
Carnival; June 22-29 — 
Open Week at each of the 
Centres; September 20 — 
Church Service, Croydon 
Parish Church. - 

North London Spastics 
Association: August 9 — 
Day trip to Hatfield House. 
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© BRUCE and Sue Jack- 
man met at the workshop 

and married last year. 

q Their home is a specially 
adapted flat in Croydon 
where Sue does all the 
cooking, and Bruce says 
he helps by keeping out of 
‘the kitchen. Eventually 
they hope to start a family. 


© BERT Strudwick, deputy manager, has a word with 
John Prasher who is known to a wider audience as the 
young “Joey” in the BBC TV documentary on the life 
of Joey Deacon. John has swopped greasepaint for oils, 
and his work was recently singled out as “outstanding” 
at a local art exhibition. 


_ Praise 


oe 


work 


PETER Jopson, mana- 
ger of the Croydon, 
Sutton and District 
Spastics Society’s 
Work Centre, could 
pay his 55 workers no 
greater compliment 
than to say: “I wish 
I'd had as good a work 
force when | was an 


engineer on_ nuclear 
-submarines.” 


The quality and con- 


scientiousness of their 


labour means that in- 


assembling more than 
three million parts for 
Philips, the electronics 
firm, less than 50 have 
been found faulty. 
And customers col- 
lecting their clothes 
from the dry cleaners 


@® LAURIE Bo 


wen and David Redwood maki 


® THERE’s place like home ae Peter Cummings shares the spacious living room 


of Garwood House with Joe the budgie. 


stand a good chance of 
having them hung on 
wire coat hangers 
which the centre 
turns out at a pheno- 
menal 20,000 a month. 


So successful is the 
centre that despite the 
recession, profits last year 
of £17,000 were only £3,000 
less than the best ever 
figure. And many com- 
panies have continued to 
sub-contract work to it 
since it first epened its 
doors in October, 1964. 


The Croydon centre was 
the first ever opened and 
counts not only monetary 
achievements among its 
successes but the fact that 
it was the first to incorpor- 
ate a therapy room as an 
integral part of the build- 
ing. No time is wasted in 


ambulance journeys and in 
hospital queues, as workers 
go from work bench to 
speech and physiotherapy 
as part of the daily 
routine. And the benefits 
of this were highlighted 
last year when Bruce Jack- 
man walked down the aisle 
with his bride, Sue, on his 
arm after nine years of 
patient effort on the part of 
the physiotherapist, to get 
him out of his wheelchair. 

For Peter Jopson, the 
manager’s job was a com- 
pletely new way of life 
when he started three years 


ago. As an engineer he 
was used to travelling the 
length and breadth of the 
country, away from his 
Caterham, Surrey, home 
for 40 weeks of the year 
working on nuclear 
reactors and subs. 


ng just some of the thousands of wire 


coat hangers for the dry cleaning trade, watched by supervisor Frank Hilliard who 


says he is happier than he’s ever been, 


avg : 
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His wife missed him 
and when she saw the 
Croydon job advertised in 
the Daily Telegraph, per- 
suaded him to apply. 

“Td never worked with 
the handicapped in any 
way and I didn’t have any 
pre-conceived attitudes 
about the disabled to start 
with. I visited the centre 
and it did not disturb me— 
but after seeing the child- 
ren at the Society’s Ruther- 
ford school I could have 
done with a treble scotch! 
I suppose because I’ve got 
children myself.” 

His daughter Caroline is 
13, and has helped at the 
centre as part of her Girl 
Guide badge work, and his 
son, Danny, is three. 


Bert Sandwich deputy 
manager, has been at the 
centre since it started—“It 
was me and Mike Holmes, 
the Industrial Centres 
Adviser who got it cff the 
ground and I wouldn't 
change now. We do 24 
different types of job and, 
of course, jigs have to be 
made for the workers to 
operate. Some workers 
won’t use them and pains- 
takingly do their phssio- 
therapy exercises so that 
their disabled fingers can 
manage the work. And 
that, after all, is what it’s 
all about. This is a com- 
plete workshop floor—no 
padded corners or basket 
work!” 

The centre has one male 
instructor, two female, an 
instructor who also drives 
am ambulance, a driver- 
handyman, and cleaner- 
handyman who have all 
had. very different reasons 
for joining the team. 

Anne Wills is the local 


Continued on Page 4 
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© MARTHA Webb has been secretary at the centre for 
nine years, Peter Jopson manager for three. Neither 
would choose to go back into the world of commerce or 
industry because at the centre they are dealing with 
people not products. 


® BEHIND the conyentioned exterior of a private house is 
an unusually comfortable and non-institution like resi- 
dential centre, which 11 workers at the centre next door 
can call “home.” A living memorial to Jean Garwood, a 


_ founder of The Spastics Society. 


et 
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@ HARRY Jackson gave up scaffolding to become an 
instructor/driver at the centre and Ken Main is driver/ 
handyman. Between them they get the workers from the 
surrounding area to Bramley Road, Croydon, for their 
10 am start. Here they help Ian Mitchell manouevre his 
wheelchair into one of the centre’s two ambulances, 
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~ JUST LIKE OUR NEIGHBOURS | Women talking | 


—and the world | 
should listen 


TWENTY-FIVE women contributed to “Images 
of Ourselves.” They come from a wide variety 
of backgrounds and from all parts of the coun- 
try. Several are old friends, but the majority do 
not know each other. Some are feminists, some 
would question the use of the word, and some 
would reject it altogether. What they do have 
in common is that they are all- women with 


*@ JANICE Harris has no hesitation in preferring her work as a supervisor to nursing, 
_ after just a few months at the centre. Here she chats to Linda Hockley, Elizabeth Tagg 
and Tony Davey as they assemble components for the electronics industry — one of 


_ the many jobs tackled at the Croydon centre. 


Continued from Page 3 


Society’s Appeals chairman 
and has been on the staff 
as an instructor for just 
three months. Her reason 
for joining is quite simple: 
-“It is my way of repaying 
the local Society for all 
they have done for me.” 


Her second son, Brian, 
now seven, had a_ brain 
haemorrhage at birth and 
at 10 months she was told 
bluntly that he was multiply 
handicapped. The way she 
was told still causes her to 
feel bitter: 

“Although a mother’s 
instinct meant I knew 
something was wrong, it 
still came as a bombshell. 
And to be told in a very 
off-hand matter of fact 
manner: ‘Your child is 
spastic — the callous 
approach, hurt more than 
anything. 

“People should have 
better ways of telling you. 
Nothing was done for Brian 
until he was two and went 
to Rutherford—they pulled 
out all the stops and now 
he goes to a local authority 
school. The Society has 
helped me so I would work 
24 hours a day to repay 
them.” Anne’s older son, 
Jason, nine, has a_ heart 
complaint. 

Frank Hilliard was a 
self-employed engineer 


who felt he had got into a. 


rut of “pounds, shillings 
_and pence” when he started 
as an instructor a year ago. 
“IT wanted to do something 
rewarding and I’ve never 
known 12 months go so 
fast. You could say I’m 
really happy for the first 
time in my life—I wanted 
to do something worth- 
-while and I’ve most defi- 
nitely found it!” 

Janice Harris had been a 
nurse before becoming a 
_housewife, and wanted a 
change. “This is a lovely 
job—you get up in the 
morning and you really 
want to go to work! It’s 
like a big family here.” 

Harry Jackson was a 
scaffolder until major 
operations for cancer 
forced him to find alterna- 
tive employment. “I'd 
-hever had anything to do 
with the disabled till I 
“came as driver/instructor, 
and I really enjoy it.” 

Next to the centre stands 
an imposing old family 


house, the home of a titled 
family for many years. 
Jean Garwood, founder of 
the local society and one of 
the four founders of The 
Spastics Society, was a 
woman of great vision and 
energy who realised that 
the children being helped 
by the Society would grow 
into adults needing work 
and homes. 

This realisation was the 
inspiration behind the 
centre’s building and Jean 
was determined to acquire 
the property next door. 
When the house eventually 
came on the market, the 
Society was unlucky. For 
a number of years the 
house remained the home 
of an elderly spinster with 
an ageing dog who was 
waiting to take up resi- 


dence in a council flat 
where no _ pets. were 
allowed. An _ unofficial 


agreement existed between 
her and Jean that when the 
dog died the Society should 
have first refusal. 

In the event it took 
about 10 years, and mean- 
while Jean had gone into 
hospital for a routine mat- 
ter. Tragically she died 
suddenly, robbing the dis- 
abled of a valued and dedi- 
cated worker. 

The local] Society bought 
the property and headquar- 
ters funded its conversion 
asa memorial to Jean. As 
a result the 11 residents, all 
of. whom work at the 
centre, live in surroundings 
quite unlike the conven- 
tional residential centre. 
The house was gutted, con- 
verted and decorated on a 
generous scale. Pine panel- 
ling predominates, the 
bathroom fittings are in 
advocado, and nowhere is 
there a hint of an institu- 
tion. Only the extra wide 
corridors, the — polished 
wood handrails on_ the 
walls and lack of obstacles 
such as flights of stairs, 
indicate that this is not an 
ordinary dwelling. 

It is not just in the build- 
ing of centres and hostels 
that people like Jean Gar- 
wood and those involved in 
the Croydon, Sutton and 
District Spastics Society 


~ have helped the disabled, 


but in the quality and dig- 
nity that they have added 
to their lives in being able 
to work and live like their 
neighbours, i 


@ ANNE Wills chats with Brenda Yarde. 


wa 


@® CHRISTOPHER Lep- 
ley has built up quite a 
reputation outside the 
work centre running 
“Chris’s Disco” He started 
10 years ago, and now has 


thousands of records 
including all the latest 
hits. He says: “I like 


entertaining people.” 


@ MASIE Foley and Monica Simpson preparing the 
centre’s lunches. After 10 years Maisie’s lost count of 
the thousands of tasty meals she’s cooked — her worst 
disaster was pouring pounds of salt instead of sugar 
into the apple crumble and it was Peter Jopson who 
finished the meat course first and made the “savoury” 
discovery! 


job at the centre is a way of saying thank you for all the 
help she has received with her cerebral palsied son Brian, 


disabilities. 

Four of the women 
have cerebral palsy: 

Sarah is 17. Originally 
she attended ordinary 
school, but at her own 
request, transferred to the 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School at Tonbridge. Cur- 
rently, she is attending the 
Queen Elizabeth College 
at Leatherhead on a busi- 
ness studies course. 

Angie is 21. She lived 
in residential care for 15 
years, but two years ago 
moved to an adapted flat 
with her husband. She is 
a clerical assistant with 


the Department of the 
Environment. 

Edwina is 24. She is 
married and lives in a flat 
in South London. She 
belongs to the’ Support 
Group, for People with 


Disabilities, and is a Coun- 
cil Member of GLAID. 

June is 38. She has a 
BA Honours in psychology 
and a post-graduate dip- 
loma in Youth and Com- 
munity Work. She has 
been a warden of a hostel 
for homeless boys, ran a 
night shelter for boys, a 
club for “Hell’s Angels,” 
and worked in a drug 
addiction centre. She is 
now a part-time tutor with 
the Open University and a 
full-time mother. 

Each contributor was 
asked to write a considered 
account of what it is like to 
be a disabled woman. 
Spontaneously, many 
themes emerge: personal 
relationships, sexuality, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


motherhood, education and 
employment. 

Jo Campling, the editor, 
is a lecturer in_ social 
policy at Hillcroft College. 
Her reservations as an able- 
bodied woman writing on 
disability increased as she 
got to know many disabled 
women, and she conceived 
the idea of encouraging 
them to write about them- 
selves. The outcome is 
“Images of Ourselves.” 

The book is about love 
and..-hope,. fear © and 
strength, courage and en- 
durance. It is about grow- 
ing up and growing on, 
searching for identity and 
fulfilment. It is a book 
about life. It is a book to 
be read. 

MARY HOLLAND. 

Images of Ourselves: 
Women with disabilities 
talking, edited by Jo 
Campling. Published by 
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
April 1981 (£3.95). 


Pennies 
from pats 


KAISER, a large German 
sheepdog from Northampton, 
has been taking part in a novel 
fund-raising scheme in aid of © 
a coach fund for local spastic 
people. 

Kaiser is very affectionate 
and loves being patted, so his 
owners decided to take him to 
local shopping centres and 
charge passers by so much a 
pat. 

The effort raised almost 
£200 towards the Friends of 
Hampton House coach appeal. 


Council finds cash 
for Crossroads 


THE Crossroads Care Scheme which aims to ease the oe 
burden on families with severely handicapped members 


has received a boost from C 
Despite cutbacks, the counc 
the local Crossroads branch. The 


astle Point Council, Sussex. 
il is 


contributing £7,000 to 
scheme takes it name 


from the long-running commercial TV series which, 


until his death from cancer, 


featured Roger Tonge as 


the wheelchair-bound Sandy Richardson. 
It was his TV plight focusing attention on the 
strains imposed on families, which was the starting point 


for the scheme 
in other parts of Essex. 


which is already operating successfully ; 


Crossroads care attendants in Castleford are already helping 
a young mother whose first child was born with cerebral palsy, 
and who has recently given birth to her second child. In order 


to give the mother time with h 


after the handicapped child. 


The attendants are not me 
their warm personalities and c 


families a vital break. 


Members * 


day, in a coach size of your 
Contract work 


er new baby, volunteers look 


dically qualified, but chosen for 
aring attitudes in order to give 
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Merton Garage & PO, Merton, 
Okehampton, Devon EX20 3DZ.  smstRiZ%caion 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH TAW & TORRIDGE COACHES LTD 
National and international travel b 
East and North Cornwall—at Competitive Prices for Journeys night of 

arses its Rama i Be ee ees 45, 5 
e ndica i i 
Let us quote you for a journey to any place eany athe i? SiCkt Enea 
or Western Europe. 


Just ring Beaford 324/200 or Bideford 6395 © 
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MOST handicapped gar- 


deners prefer to use 
standard equipment, but 
some tasks can be made 
very much easier by care- 
ful choice of the most suit- 
able tool available for the 
particular job. 

Moving soil, garden rubbish 
or other bulky loads from one 
part of a garden to another 
using a single wheeled barrow 
Tequires the gardener to use 
both hands and to have good 
balance. To enable the less 
fortunate to do these jobs 
easily, J. B. Corrie & Co Ltd 
have designed a range of 
two-wheeled barrows with 
pram handies, which can be 
controlled with one hand and 
Bive sufficient support to be 
suitable as a walking aid also. 

The Calypso (featured in the 
Picture), with a load capacity 
of 71 litres, is the lighter, 
being specially suitable for 
less bulky loads. 

The Trundler, with a load 
capacity of 127 litres, is ideal 
for transporting grass cuttings, 
leayes and hedge trimmings. 

Obtain further information 
from: J. B. Corrie & Co Ltd, 
Petersficld, Hants GU32 3AP. 
Telephone Petersfield (0730) 
2552. 


New Award 
for [YDP 


WHITBREAD West 
Pennines Ltd is pledging 
its support to the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled 
People with a £1,500 spon- 
sorship. 

The North West Dis- 
abled Achievement Award 
will be presented to the 
person or group judged to 
have made the most out- 
standing contribution at 
home, within the com- 
munity, in business or in 
helping others. 

The winner will receive a 
personal prize of £500 to- 
gether with a special plaque, 
plus.a further £1,000 for the 
charity or project of his or 
her choice. 

Nominations are being 
invited from voluntary organ- 
isations as well as such bodies 
as Rotary, Round Table, wel- 
fare groups, churches, youth 
clubs and senior cilizens clubs. 

Nomination forms and fur- 
ther information from: Award 
Organisers, 54 West Cliff, 
Preston PRI 8HU, __ 


writer? 


ALL Write Now is a book- 
let by Pat Saunders, a 
tetraplegic, which aims to 
start disabled people along 
the road to journalism in 


‘the field of disability and 


handicap. 
Here is an easy to read, 
non-technical book which 


covers in a simple, down to 
earth way all the essential 
information needed by the 
budding journalist who wants 
to make disability his or her 
speciality. It takes the poten- 
tial writer through the prob- 
lems of how to persuade the 
editor of a local paper that 
articles on disability are 
worthy of print, how to assess 
the likely readers, what to put 
in the articles 

Most of all the book js 
written with enthusiasm by 
someone who has learnt how to 
do it himself, the first ever 
weekly feature writer on dis- 
abitity. 

The person with an active 
mind imprisoned in a disabled 
body will find dignity and 
fulfilment by writing for his 
friends in the world of the 
disabled. 

All Write Now is published 
by RADAR and made possible 
by the generous financial sup- 
port of the London Law Trust. 
The idea for the book came 
from the Information Com- 
mittee of IYDP. It costs 50p 
plus 20p postage and packing 
and is available from RADAR, 
25 Mortimer Street, London 
WEN SAB. 


Programme 
a ride 


MALDEN Care Ltd have 
developed a new. program- 
mable control for their range 
of Go-Karts, which will be a 
boon to the very severely 
handicapped child. It enables 
the parent or person in charge 
to press buttons which give a 
choice of direction and a 
time-for-motion in that direc- 
tion. 

Up to 20 directional instruc- 
tions can be given, and 


“remembered by the controller. 


For example: drive “straight 
on” for four seconds; “turn 
left” for one second; “straight 
on” for four seconds; “stop” 
for two seconds; “reverse left” 
for one second; “straight on” 
and “sound hooter” for four 
seconds; stop. That was just 
eight of the kind of instruc- 
tions that can be given and 
the moyements ¢an be main- 
tained for as long as they are 
likely to be needed. 

The Go-Kart is ideal for a 
play or recreational area and 
can eyen be used outside — 
where traffic will not be a 
hazard. A child can now haye 
a “solo” ride where otherwise 
he/she might not haye been 
able to sit unaided in an elec- 
trical powered vehicle. 

A Malden Comet Mini Kart 
— fitted with the programmed 
controller — will be at the 
Naidex Exhibition in May — 
on Stand Nos 23 and 24, 


on books, aids, holid: 
__to help you and y 


A SIMPLE idea which can 
help the disabled to use 
public telephones will soon 
be fitted to more than a 
thousand kiosks. The plan 
is to re-angle dials so that 
a person sitting in a wheel- 
chair can see and use them 
with ease. 

The idea won approyal 


FOR Roy Peters, the 
“stalk” telephone — the 
telephone with a long 
flexible arm like a silver 
stalk which helps anyone 
unable to hold a regular 
handset for any length of 
time — is a godsend. 

He lives at the top of a 
tower block in Shepherd’s 
Bush, London, and the 
telephone is his life-line to 
doctors, hospital and 
friends. Before he had the 
stalk aid, he had to rely 
on having his wife Eliza- 
beth there to hold the hand- 
set for him. 

The “stalk” telephone, 
one of many special tele- 
phone aids developed by 
British Telecom, has 
attracted a lot of interest 
and a number are out on 
trial. There is a clamp or 
table version. 


Festival Hall art show 


“CONQUEST”, the Society 
for Art for the Physically 
Handicapped, is marking 
TYDP by holding an exhibi- 
tion of pictures and other 
creative art work by disabled 
men and women. 

The exhibition is to be held 
in the main foyer of The 
Royal Festival Hall from June 
1 to June 14 and will be open 
when the hall is open for 


_ performances,. ie from 6 pm 


$e oF 6 we we hw 


to 10 pm each day and at 
matinee times. 

“Conquest”, which is a 
registered charity, has 
pioneered the teaching of the 
visual arts to disabled people 
in an endeavour to promote 
their happiness 

Further information from: 
The Secretary, “Conquest”, St 
Paul’s Church House, 17 
Northey Avenue, Cheam, 
Surrey SM2 7HS, 


from _ wheelchair-bound 
broadcaster and writer 
Anne Davis, when she visi- 
ted the first kiosk being 
trialled at London’s Water- 
loo station. “This will be 
a great help to disabled 
people,” she says. 


Anne broadcasts in a 
phone-in programme on 
BBC Radio London and is 
also on two national com- 
mittees concerned with the 
International Year of Dis- 
abled People. 


The British Telecom 
modification programme 
will be carried out at sta- 
tions, airports, hospitals 
and bus stations, in canopy- 
type kiosks with disabled 
Wheelchair logo signs. 
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New look phone aids 


on show 


SOME of the latest aids 
developed by British Tele- 
com to help the handi- 
capped, both at home and 
at work, are going on dis- 
play throughout the country 
in 1981, the International 
Year of Disabled People. 


As well as three new 
aids already available to 
the handicapped, British 
Telecom will also be 
demonstrating some proto- 
types of new developments, 
linked to the latest equip- 
ment, which will revolu- 
tionise communications for 
the disabled in the future. 


Those aids already available 
include the Conquest tele- 
phone handset for the hard of 
hearing. This combines a 
volume control, visual call 
signal to indicate incoming 
calls, and houses special 
equipment to eliminate back- 
ground noise and clarify in- 
coming speech for wearers of 
hearing aids. 

The coin aid, which is 
already in use in some public 
places, makes the payphone 
easier for the disabled or 
wheelchair-bound to operate by 
means of levers. 


British Telecom spends 
approximately £500,000 a year 
on its research and develop- 
ment programme for the dis- 
abled. Among the prototypes 
being developed this year are 
the stalk telephone for the 
physically handicapped, the 


mobility allowance. 


The unique Kerb Climber, fitted as 
Standard, ensures even greater 
mobility and independence by 
beating the kerb barrier. It can climb 
kerbs up to 5 inches (12.7 cm) high. 

New improved model with disc 
brakes for greater safety and simple 
Solid state, proportional control box, 


Vessa Ltd is part of the Intermed 
Group, suppliers of quality health-care 


products worldwide. 


Vit@SS@ Powerchair 
NOW available on the 
MOTABILITY scheme for those with 


reach. 


Certificate.) 


The Vitesse Powerchair will add a 
new dimension to life = bringing. 
shopping, visits to friends, gardening 
and many other activities within easy 


voice synthesiser for the blind, 
and a communication terminal 
linked to the Prestel network, 
for the chronically deaf, 


British Telecom has just 
released a 20-minute film 
entitled “Desire to Work” 


which illustrates how its 
developments are enhancing 
employment opportunities for 
the disabled by providing them 
with the aids to enable them to 
do a job as competently as 
anyone. else. 


NOT all British Telecom 
aids for the disabled are 
elaborate — sometimes 
simple aids can help a lot. 
Aids like this finger guide, 
which fits over the keys of 
push-button telephones. 


The Vitesse will travel up to 16 
miles (25 km) on full charge and will 
negotiate gradients up to 1-in-4. 

(Free of VAT with Doctor's 


I o Vessa Ltd, FREEPOST, Alton, | 
(Ody ao GU34 2PY. Tel: Alton { 


0420) 83294, Telex: 858316, 


Name 
| Address 


Please send me free colour brochure [] | 
Please arrange a free demonstration C] 
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© JONATHAN Aitken, MP, watched by fellow judges Debbie Owen 
and John Townend, MP, signs a “Good Luck” message on bed-bound 
Jason Bennington’s plaster cast. 


@ MARY Hardiman’s winning smile charmed the 
Minister, Hugh Rossi, into signing his autograph 
for her. 


Mary helps others 


Mary Hardiman, aged 
8, of Boden Road, Hall 
Green, Birmingham, 
has no legs (which 
have been amputated), 
and is unable to use 


her arms. 

In 1980, Mary went to 
Lourdes on the Handi- 
capped Children’s Pilgrim- 
age. She seemed a changed 
child on her return to 
Dover a week later. Her 
first words were “I am 
going again next year and 
taking a friend”. 

She decided to do a 


sponsored swim to raise 
the money to take a friend 


to Lourdes. To everyone’s 
amazement, despite her 
disability, she swam two 
lengths of a swimming bath 
on her back and raised 
over £1,000. As a result 
five children will be going 
to Lourdes because of aer 
efforts. 

Mary is a consistently 
cheerful, happy go lucky 
child, draws with “ier 
mouth, helps her mother in 
the kitchen and plans o 
do a sponsorede walk uexi 
year. 


Learning 
WO) li Vé 


Jason Bennington, aged 
13, of Eaton Gate, The 
Avenue, Worthwood, 
Middlesex, suffers 
from brain damage 


sustained in a Car acci- 
dent at 34 years of age. 


He was unconscious for 
almost two months and 
“died” twice. His family 
were advised to take him 
home unconscious and the 
very next day in his own 
bedroom, he smiled. Since 
then he has never looked 
back. 

Jason had to learn fo sit 
up again, then very 
gradually to walk — at 
first kneeling, afterwards 
with a zimmer, and then 
with two, and now just one, 
stick. He had to learn to 
write again with his feft 
hand and has regained 
some of his lost speech with 
help from therapists. He 
works hard and will tackle 
anything. 

Jason had kad a tendon 
transplant from the back 
to the front of his hip, 
because of severe pain. He 
came to London in plaster. 


@ MARCUS Baker has a “Word” with Debbie 


Owen, assisted by social worker Jane Thompson. 


lis joy of life’ 


Marcus Baker, aged 11, 
of The Cottage, Main 
Street, Hanwell, Ox- 
fordshire, suffers from 
spasticity. 

His therapist says that 
from the day she met Mar- 
cus he was a_ totally 
dependent child unable to 
communicate except. with 
facial expression, but is 
now much more indepen- 
dent thanks to his power 
chair and a symbolic com- 
munication system he has 


mastered. He is always 
happy and full of dignity. 

Although Marcus jas 
difficulty with his school 
work he is keen and eager 
to do well and tries hard. 
Drawing is a favourite sub- 
ject which he achieves with 
a head pointer as he has 
no use of his arms. He is 
Keen and eager to join in 
everything and is a popular 
boy with pupils and staff. 

Marcus has the ability 
to make people smile and 
his joy of life is infectious. 
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FIRST PRIZE 


Alan Mather, aged 14, 
of Lupin Close, Chapel 
House Estate, New- 
castle upon Tyne, has 
only one eye, limited 
sight in the other, par- 
tial deafness, epilepsy 
and orthopaedic 
problems. 

Although in great pain 
following an operation for 
a brain tumor which had 


been giving him violent 
headaches, Alan made 
remarkable progress at 


school, partly due to his 


Christopher Briggs, 
aged 16, of Tienside 
Cottage, Hawick, Rox- 
burghshire, who is 
spastic and partially 
sighted. 

Despite his handicaps 
Christopher has achieved 
a quality of life and 
independence which every- 
one finds amazing. He puts 
his heart and mind into 


Julie Cleves, aged 11, 
of Hurdman Walk, 
Moor Farm, Hereford, 
suffers from  arthro- 
gryphosis. 

Julie has no use in her 
arms and travels in a 
wheelchair. Yet she 
attends a large comprehen- 
sive school and has fitted 
in perfectly, entering into 
every activity with great 
enthusiam, always ready 
with a cheery smile when 
others are moaning. 

Julie’s form mistress 


sheer determination and | 
spirit, and his will to g 
on with his life. | 
Despite the many diffi- | 
culties Alan has to face, | 
being in and out of hos- | 
pital, and suffering maj 
epileptic fits, he has 
achieved three commend 


excellent work under great | 
difficulties” ia 

The headmaster stat 
that Alan had achi 
more commendations | 
four months than o 
pupils manage to attain 
their whole life. 


everything he does — from 
academic work to colle 
ing and chopping firewo 
He never grumbles or ca 
plains and is totally dete 
mined in everything — 

When a fire  swep 
through his home recently, 
Christopher awoke to fine 
the sitting room ablaze, but 
with great presence o 
mind, closed all doors and 
alerted his family. 


f 


says that her personality is 
such that it overshado 
her disability. Everything 
is done with her mouth ané 
nothing is too difficult - 
writing, sewing, painting - 
even playing snakes alll 
ladders. She shakes the dice 
with the cup in her mouth 
and moves the counters 
with her nose. She tal 
an equal part in all sch 
activities and expects 1 
favours. Y 


Julie has also made grea 
progress with swimmil 
though this is extrem 
difficult for her. ; 


= 


JA TRIUMPHANT Alan Mather holds aloft 
@ winners cup at the Society’s Ninth 
ual Achievement 
niinked by Christopher Briggs and Julie 
sves, Who were second and third. They are 


Award ceremony, 


F | ured with Hugh Rossi, Minister for the 
| isabled, who said: “When | see what they’ve 


es a lot of guts.” 


fn John Such, aged 
Of Rhyd -y - felin, 
‘Coppa, Swansea, 
No hands, no left 
Shortened right 
4 and no left leg, 
a shortened de- 
ed right leg. 

| Spits of his very 
fe handicaps, Jason has 
WS striven to prove 
eu physically. His grit 
determination gives 
le courage to attempt 
things. He was taken 


jwercome and been able to achieve | wonder 
| would have had the courage and deter- 
Nation to do. what they’ve done. It really 


‘SON Such receives his finalist’s medal from 
|Minister for the Disabled, Hugh Rossi. 


heerful courage 
determination” 


to a swimming club and 
with patience and undet- 
standing the seemingly 
impossible happened. 
Within three weeks he was 
floating on his back and 
three months later learned 
to propel himself through 
the water on his back. 
Eighteen months ago ke 
won his 25-metre swim- 
ming badge. 

Jason attends a normal 
school and faces all the 
problems with cheerful 
courage and determination. 


A giant 
in his 
own right’ 


David Cook, aged 11, 
of Queensville Avenue, 
Stafford, suffers from 
congenital heart 
disease. 

David was nominated as 
a “giant in his own right”. 
He suffered numerous 
operations, enduring 41 
injections in a week, but 
became paralysed from the 
waist down. 


When he returned home, 


David fought to learn to 
stand and has now 
mastered an ungainly 
walk. He takes part in 
handicapped sports and 
goes out to play with able- 
bodied children. His cour- 
age and cheerfulness are 
admired by all. 

David has to wear a 
brace to keep himself erect 
but his ambition for 1981 
is a “bonfire to burn it’. 


Peter s 


wilipower 


Peter Smith, aged 15, 
of Crompton Road, 
Burnage, Manchester, 
suffers from _ brain 
injury and poor eye- 
sight. 

He was. nominated 
because of his determina- 
tion, cheerfulness and will 
to help others despite his 
multiple handicaps. 

Peter took part im a 
sponsored walk to raise 
money for his club, mana- 
ing to walk eight of the 
scheduled 15 miles over 
uneven terrain in his surgi- 
cal boots without a single 
complaint, even singing to 
keep up the spirits of 
others. 


Her proug 
parents 


Fay Robson, aged 12, 
of Summerhill Road, 
Saffron Walden, Essex, 
is spastic with sight 
problems. 

After a difficult start in 
life Fay was adopted. Her 
parents were told she 
would have severe learning 
problems and be unable to 
take any exams. However, 
she was soon ahead of her 
contemporaries in reading, 
and reciting. 

Fay has entered the 
Cambridge Festival of 
Music, Dance, Speech and 
Drama several times, gain- 
ing extremely high marks 
and winning gold and silver 
medals. 


® DAVID Cook and his parents John and Christine are no strangers to 
the excitement and tensions of the Achievement Award — David was 
a finalist last year and so an old hand. For Tim Yeo, made Director six 
months ago, it was the first he had attended. 


@ PETER Smith and his mother Barbara chat to Jason Bennington before 
the start of the award presentation. It was Peter’s second visit to the 
Society — as a little boy he had been brought for an assessment which 
his mother remembers as the best he ever had. 


@ FAY Robson was just five when her mother Mary saw her for the 
first time in a Church of England children’s home, and “So tiny she 
looked only two — now she’s our pride and joy”. Here they chat to 
Bill als the Society’s Principal Liaison Officer at the finalists’ 
lunch. 
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Achievement Award 


The 


PERHAPS it is an impossible task. Perhaps there 
is no fair way that you can choose between the 
“claims” of over 500 remarkable children who, 
in spite of cruel handicaps, had cheerfully got on 
with living and had achieved success? 


But The  Spastics 
Society runs its annual 
Achievement Award, 
people enjoy it, and 
and there is no doubt 
that parents, friends, 
doctors, teachers and 
neighbours value the 
opportunity to nomin- 
ate a youngster for 
recognition of “the 
bravest and most out- 
standing effort or 
achievement in any 
field.” 

By the time the judges 
meet, the original hundreds 
have been painfully 
whittled down to 10 
finalists, and even before 
they begin the final selec- 
tion, each judge has made 
an individual 1 to 10 plac- 
ing. Interestingly, every 
judge at that stage had 
chosen a different child as 
first prizewinner, which 
proves the importance of 
the meeting for an in-depth 
discussion on each child’s 
merits, though “merit” is 
too tame a word for such 
overwhelming stories of 
courage. 

So while the children had 
2 celebration lunch at the 
Family Services Centre at 
nearby Fitzroy Square, the 


judges gathered around a 
long table at the Society’s 
Park Crescent head- 
quarters. There was Mrs 
Deborah Owen, top-flight 
literary agent, and MPs 
Mr Jonathan Aitken and 
Mr John Townend. A 
fourth judge, Lord Morris, 
was unable to be present, 
but Mr William Burn, 
Society Vice - Chairman, 
had studied all Lord 
Morris’s notes on the nomi- 
nees, and took his place en 
the panel. 


At one end of the table 
sat the Society’s Chairman, 
Mrs Joyce Smith, who 
seemed to have a sixth 
sense about these things. 
While the judges were only 
half way through a very 
careful assessment of each 
case, she quietly passed the 
Editor of Spastics News a 
piece of paper on which 
she had written the names 
she felt would take the 
first three places. And she 
was right! 


Top five? 


But the final decision 
was far away when ‘Tim 
Yeo, the Society’s Director, 
occupying the other end of 
that rather forbidding table 
suggested that if the judges 


® ACHIEVEMENT Award judges listen as their decisions are announced. Mrs Deborah Owen, 
John Townend, MP, Jonathan Aitken, MP, the Society’s Vice-Chairman, Mr William Burn, who 
stood in for Lord Morris. On the right is the Society’s Chairman, Mrs Joyce Smith, JP, who un- 
characteristically, was confined to a wheelchair. Despite ill-health, Mrs Smith was determined to 
attend the presentations. 


could agree on five “final- 
ists of finalists” it would be 
a start towards the ultimate 
choice. 


The judges pondered on 
the cases of children who 
had all achieved so much 
which should be publicly 
rewarded: So many of 
them had multiple handi- 
caps. There was the wheel- 
chair-bound girl who has 
no use of her arms yet 
enters into everything at 
the large comprehensive 
school she attends. There 
was the boy who has not 
one complete limb on his 
body, yet who constantly 
struggles to attempt every- 
thing so easily achieved by 
his able-bodied  school- 
mates. 


Helping young and old? Restoring a building? 


New Clubhouse? Community centre? 
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Proven over 20 years by thousands of 
organisations, Parlour Derby Race 
Nights are fund-raising lotteries 
based on filmed horse and 
trotting races. They're easy 
to run. And good fun! 

For a brochure giving full 
details please write to:— 
PARLOUR FILMS LTD 
Suite 1,(DeptS { ) 


Grafton House, 
3 Golden Square, 


LONDON, 

WIR 3AD. 
Telephone: 
01-437 2357 


Or the little girl who has 
no legs, and is unable to 
use her arms, yet is plan- 
ning a sponsored walk. 
Then there was the tragic 
case of a boy who was 
robbed of a normal life by 
a car accident, and through 
pain and disability is re- 
learning the skills of speak- 
ing and walking he once 
had. 


There were 10 wonderful 
stories of courage and 
endurance like this, and it 
would be an_ insensitive 
clod who would fail to be 
moved by them. 

The judges were moved, 
and it is a good thing that 
they do not meet the 
children before the presen- 
tation ceremony, but make 
their decision on written 
nominations. To actually 
meet the youngsters first 
and to see hopeful faces 
beaming from bodies so 
brutally handled by fate 
would make a final deci- 
sion well-nigh impossible. 
Seeing the Achievement 
Award finalists can be an 
ordeal, raising fundamental 
questions like- “For-God’s 
sake why?” For most, 
mecting the children jis 
proof that the brave human 
spirit can overcome prac- 
tically anything if «the 
determination and the will 
is there. 

The discussion 
on: 

“This boy has concen- 
trated on what he can do 


ranged 


rather than on his handi- 
caps...” 

“This child has been 
through medical hell .. .” 

“His story is one of the 
bravest and saddest I have 
ever heard...” 

“This girl’s enthusiasm 
for life is a miracle...” 

“Just think of the chal- 
lenge he will face for every 
day of his life...” 


Minister 


Yes, perhaps it is an 
impossible task, but with 
Minister of the Disabled, 
Hugh Rossi, on his way to 
present the prizes, and the 
children arriving in wheel- 
chairs, on crutches, and in 
one case, on a hospital bed, 
to attend the ceremony, it 
had to be made. 

Subconsiously. it seemed, 
the judges had known all 
along that there were three 
outstanding children, and 
when the decision was 
made it was unanimous. 
Alan Mather must have the 
silver cup and £250, 
Christopher Briggs would 
be placed second, and 
Julie Cleves was third. 


There’s an old cliche 
used to console the 
runners-up in any com- 
petition. It is: “Every- 
one deserved to win.” 
In the case of the 
Achievement Award, 
it’s true, 


eae 
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has to use her mouth to 
write and draw. 


Little Mary Hardiman 
the youngest at nine has to 
have new legs every -ix 
months and her mother 
said: “She’s really shoot- 


ing up but they raise her 
legs two inches every time 
and it really is too much.” 


Jason Bennington had 
just undergone a muscle 
transplant that immobilised 
him in plaster ona 
stretcher but it didn’t keep 
him away. ‘2 

Hugh Rossi, the Minister — 
for the Disabled, in pre-— 
senting the awards praised 
the Society’s role in high- 
lighting the children’s 
abilities and not their dis- 
abilities and said how 
proud he was to meet 
them. 


And the Society’s Direc- 
tor, Tim Yeo, paid special 
tribute to D. H. Dewhurst — 
Ltd, the butchers, who pro- — 
vided the prize monies of 
£250, £50 and £25, and the — 
finalists’ expenses for the 
sixth year running. With- 
out such assistance the 
Society could not continue — 
the Award which brought — 
the children national recog- — 
tion of qualities which had — 
only been known pre- — 
viously to families and — 
friends. eae 
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Is technology the key to vital 


future for the handicapped? : | 


IF technology can place a 
man on the moon, then 
surely with the correct 
attitudes and known tech- 
nology, we could enable the 
most severely handicapped 
of young people to play a 
vital role in Society, Mr 
Lewis Carter-Jones, MP 
for Eccles, said at The 
Spastics Society’s North 
West Region Conference 
at Lancaster University, 
Lancaster. 

“Modern advances in tech- 
nology should enable severely 
handicapped children to earn 
a living,” he said. “Advanced 
training equipment can also be 


of infinite blessing in training 
and assisting those with a men- 
tal handicap. In a well ordered 
Society the microchip should 
be a slave of our social policy. 

“Well planned, multi. disci- 
Plinary assessments with ‘the 
wise and understanding use 
of technology can give free- 
dom and understanding to 
substantial numbers of our 
handicapped children. 

“Our current economic 
plight must never be allowed 
to mask our real responsibili- 
ties. Priority must always be 
given to the weak and disabled 
in our community, and then 
they will make a contribution 
to our lives as well.” 

Mr Lewis Carter-Jones said 
that prevention of handicap 


should still be our major pre- 
occupation. Despite a five year 
campaign, there were Lan 
thousands of babies who d 
unnecessarily every year, 
thousands, too, who were born | 
with a handicap which was- 
preventable. at 
“This is a severe indictment — 
of our political and moral 
standards,” he said. “We should — 
give total priority to the pre- 
vention of handicap and suffer- 
ing. Needless handicap is 
morally indefensible and eco: 
nomically idiotic. | Every 
severely handicapped baby can 
cost the state half a million 
pounds in its lifetime. A good 
prevention programme caf 
Save the state considerable 
sums of money.” aa 
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Gerald’s parents fought for his future 


_ Now the crusade is on to help others like him develop 


the 
local authority office 
looked up from her 


notes and said to 
Gerald Hildreth: “| 
suppose the only 


‘demolishing his 


reason you want ‘O’ 
levels is for status... .” 


For Gerald, just 19, it 
‘was a Staggering blow, 


a thoughtless remark 
pre- 
cious stock of self- 
confidence. 


Now, two. years 
later, the young man 
whose parents were 
told he would never 
walk or talk, has three 
‘O’ levels and dictates 
at arate of 1,300 words 
an hour for his ‘A’ level 
essays. 

For Gerald the fight to 
get his “A’-- level is just 
part of the continuous 
battle he’s had with life 
since he was born in the 
Philippines, and was suffo- 
cated at birth. His parents, 
Jan, a former Director of 
the Institute of Directors, 
and member of the 
Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil, and mother, Wendy, 
were based in the Philip- 
pines when Jan worked for 
the Shell Oil Company. 

After five days Wendy 
was told their first child 
was dead, then that he was 
very ill and had been given 
the last rites. At three 
months he almost died of 
pneumonia and was saved 
by a blood transfusion. At 
no time were the Hildreths 
told that their son might 


have been damaged at 
birth. And it was years 
before a physiother rapist 
mentioned casually in pass- 
ing: “Didn’t you know 
he was cerebral palsied?” 

At that time, knowing 
nothing of the long-term 
effects, the Hildreths hoped 
that one day, Gerald 


would “catch up.” Their 
hopes were dashed _ at 
Great Ormond Street 


Children’s Hospital where 
doctors gave their dismal 


prognosis: “Hell never 
walk or talk.” 
The Hildreths refused 


to accept the verdict and 
when Gerald was four 
raised the question of 
schooling and which school 
he should be sent to. “The 
educational social worker 
said ‘What on earth do you 
want to know that for? It’s 
none of your business — 
we'll send him to which 
school we think fit.’ 


‘Staggered’ 


“I’m still staggered all 
these years later by that. 
I wouldn't send a non- 
handicapped child to a 
school I hadn’t seen, let 
alone a handicapped one,” 
Wendy recalled with feel- 
ing. 

In the event Gerald was 
to attend a number of 
schools, hampered by 
chronic bronchitis and 
febrile fits. It is the dis- 
satisfaction the Hildreths 
feel about the education 
available to physically 
handicapped children that 
has fired them with the 
desire to build their own 
school. Jan’s ambition is 
to raise £10 million to 
found a school in Oxford 


sagt 


@ WENDY and Jan Hildreth with the son they 
never lost faith in, Gerald now 21, and with his 


sights set on University entrance. 


where children like Gerald 
can have their potential 
developed and extended. 
He attended the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School 
where he obtained two 
GSE"s= but “not sthe- O+ 
levels he craved. A stint 
at the National Star Centre 
at Cheltenham was enjoy- 
able, but no “O” level 
courses were offered, and 


he could not go on to 
Hereward College without 
them. 

Saidae ane lee wasmed 
Catch 22 situation — 
nobody would let him take 
the exams so he couldn’t 
take any!” 

The solution to the 
problem came in the shape 
of a housemaster at Wel- 
lington College where Jan 


himself had been educated, 


where he is a governor, 
and where his younger son 
Gavin is still a pupil. 

Paul Spillane’s name 
had first been metioned to 
the Hildreths by a friend 
whose son was being 
tutored by him. At the 
time he was teaching at a 
prep school and Paul sug- 
gested Greek literature and 
translation, English lan- 
guage and history as pos- 
sible “O” level subjects. 
Then came the Star Centre 
for Gerald and Wellington 
for Paul. With no work 
centre locally and no means 
of study available at local 
authority expense, the Hil- 
dreths got in touch with 
Paul. The alternative 
would have been for 
Gerald to sit at home doing 
nothing. 


Success 


Paul drew up a meticu- 
lous learning programme 
of intensive study and it 
paid off with pass rates of 
two B’s and a C. Gerald 
can never score the maxi- 
mum because he dictates 
and automatically loses 
the 10 points awarded for 
spelling. And because 
Paul can only type what 
Gerald says, Gerald has to 
supply all the punctuation. 
It is a stringent discipline 
but nevertheless Gerald, 
despite a speech impedi- 
ment, still manages a rate 
of 1,300 — “That’s my 
limit, I can’t type any 
faster,” says Paul. 

He had no experience of 
teaching the handicapped 
before tutoring Gerald and 
says: “I went into it with a 
completely open mind — I 
saw my job as discovering his 


their full potential ee and education is the key 


strengths, For instance 
Gerald isn’t strong on mathe- 
matical concepts. I soon got 
to understand every word he 
said — although I must admit 
a couple of times I did type 
completely the wrong thing! 
In one sense teaching Gerald 
is more rewarding than ordin- 
ary teaching — you require 
a different sort of patience but 
it is tiring working one to 
one. 

“We work easily together 
and it’s not as schoolmaster 
and pupil but at a team of 
two. 

“When I started we didn’t 
know what his ceiling was and 
we keep discovering new ones 
— people reckoned he couldn't 
take ‘O’ levels and now he’s 
going for an ‘A.’ It’s a pity 
that we didn’t discover all sorts 
of things sooner — he could 
have got all his exams in when 
he was 18.” 

For Gerald, days of hard 
slog lie ahead before he takes 
“A” level religious know- 
ledge in June, and he admits: 
“My feelings are mixed about 
having to still study but I want 
to get to.university and I want 
to be independent. I’m finding 
the ‘A’ level course much more 
interesting and next year I'll 
probably take history and 
theology. I belong to the 
local church and I take a keen 
interest in current affairs and 
I'm very interested in politics. 
Ideally I’d like to write or 
perhaps go into journalism.” 

If his father’s ambition 
is realised there will be no 
more Geralds still working 
away at exams passed by 
their contemporaries five 
years earlier. Although 
such a school would come 
too late to help Gerald 
himself, the fact that child- 


ren are still being born e 


prisoners of their bodies 
makes Jan determined to 
keep on with his personal 
crusade. 
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Scene from one of the 


battles staged by the 


_ English Civil War Society 


which consists of the 
King’s Army and the 
Roundhead Association. 
The Society stage a 
number of major events 
each year taking the form 
of re-enactments of 
English Civil War Battles 


as near as possible to the 
original sights of such 
historical events. The aim 
of the society is to achieve 
a true representation of 
the life and events of the 
17th century both for the 
amusement, education 
and entertainment of the 
audience and for the 
enjoyment of the 700 to 


800 persons participating. 

The action is scripted to 
correspond more or less 
with history, and a 
commentator keeps the 
public informed. Some 
will be attracted because 
they are interested in our 
Heritage and others by the 
excitement of the event 
with charging Cavalry, 
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booming cannon, the 
crash of Musketry and the 
sheer spectacle of 
hundreds of formed 
soldiers with standards 
flying advancing and 
retiring to the authentic 
drill of the period. 

There could not be a 
finer setting than the 
grounds of Longleat. 


One of the largest events ever at Longleat 
House is to be held in July, in support of 
Spastics and The International Year of 
Disabled People. The two days will be 
packed with major attractions including Full 
Scale Battles, staged by the English Civil 
War Society; displays by units from the 
Armed Services, Hot Air Balloons, Bands 
plus a variety of static displays provided by 
the Army and Royal Air Force. 

It is hoped to feature a Parachute Drop, Fly Past, anda 
programme from the Physical Education Team. 

These events are over and above the numerous 
permanent attractions that draw literally hundred of 


thousands of visitors to the Longleat Stately Home with 
its magnificent grounds, and one of the finest Safari 


Parks in Europe. 


It is expected that members of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics will put in an appearance, and the S.O.S. 
along with The Spastics Society and Longleat will 
benefit from the proceeds of the Fiesta Weekend. 

It was reported recently that The Spastics Society had 
a deficit of over 823,000 pounds in the last 
financial year and this is just one of the many fund 
raising activities being planned during this The 
International Year of Disabled People. 
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Adventure tin Alaska 


THE waters of the Alsek 
river in Alaska surge with 
ice-blocks the size of 
houses, racing at a speed 
capable of stopping fish 


Colarado, between banks 
infested with mosquitos 


and hunted by wolves and 
grizzly bears. 

On July 1 an expedi- 
tion of its treacherous 
length will be undertaken 
by a world-class team of 
kayakists and rafters to 
raise money for The Spas- 
tics Society. 

The man behind the dar- 
ing scheme is Briton, Paul 
Vander-Molen who lives in 
Paris. Paul and his col- 
leagues have financed the 
entire project themselves 
and approached the BBC 


abled People. 


with a force equal to the. 


8 TEAM leader Paul Vanden-Molen, Thierry Giorgetti, 


Christian-Jean Disse, Brigitte Sarres and Laurent Nicolet 
study the map of their perilous expedition on the quie 


banks of the Seine in Paris. 


will cost many many 


tion from Britain, Canada, 


IRIS Williams had a num- 
ber one hit with “Isn’t he 
beautiful” and those seem 
to be her sentiments 
entirely as she accepts a 
kiss — and a cheque from 
Landlord Fred Cox. 

For he certainly scored a 
hit, along with his kind- 
hearted regulars, when he 
raised £380 with a gruelling 
24-hour sponsored darts 
match at the Good Com- 
panions, Slough. Fred and 
Kerry, his wiie, organised 
the match within three 
weeks of taking over the 
Good Companions and 
Kerry said: 

“The enthusiasm for the 
event was absolutely phe- 
nomenal — everyone who 
took pari deserves a big 
thank-you.” 

Picture, right, of Fred and 
Iris by Slough Evening Mail. 
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Sponsored ferrets (down his 


trousers!) aid White Lodge — 


TELEVISION and_ radio _ personality 
David Hamilton made 110 spastic child- 
ren very happy when he presented nearly 
£30,000 to the White Lodge Centre at 
Chertsey, Surrey. 

That huge cash boost for the day 
centre — three times the original target — 
is the result of fund-raising efforts at 161 
Courage pubs during the Hofmeister 
Help_a Child” Appeal. Pubs in Berk- 
shire, Buckinghamshire, Surrey and West 
London took part in the appeal which 
ran from. November to January this year. 

Fund-raising events ranged from spon- 
sored walks to piano-smashing competi- 
tions, cockle-eating nights to a clay- 
pigeon shoot, and one brave landlord 
(Bruce Berry of The Hope, Stanwell) got 
sponsorship money for putting two live 
ferrets down his trousers! 

Licensees representing the pubs that 


$4 0 tre4 ; 


took part saw David Hamilton, who has 
backed the appeal since its launch, present” 
the appeal cheque on their behalf to the 
principal of White Lodge, Mrs Carol 
Myer. Also attending were the chairmaf 
of the White Lodge management com- 
mittee, David Barke, and from Courage, 
the brewers, Staines retail trade director 
Henry Hunt and public relations director 
David Simonds. — 
The majority of the appeal money will — 
go to pay for care, treatment and assess 
ment for 40 spastic children at the centre 
for a whole year. The remainder will buy 
special equipment needed by the children. 
The picture shows: David Hamiltom 
(left) presents Carol Myer with the 
Courage licensees’ cheque. Background: — 
Courage executives and licensee Bruce 


Berry who put the two live ferrets dow# 
his trousers, 
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Lord 
Snowdon 
and IYDP 


Midlands 
Region 


Good aids with good looks 


MRS Jenny Waller, a 
wheelchair bound spastic 
housewife, spoke about her 
personal experiences in 


overcoming the difficulties 
of her handicap when she 


at Design Centre shows 


TWO exhibitions are cur- 
rently on display at the 
Design Centre in London’s 
Haymarket to show the 
best in British design to 


reach sink, cooker, refrigera- 
tor, and cupboards so_ that 
they can perform all the usual 
kitchen routines quite easily. 
Special taps facilitate easy 
turning on and off of water. 


NEARLY 400 products 
were sifted through before 
the finest and best were 
selected to go on display at 


be useful and practicable but 
appealing as well and so no 
Heath Robinson devices were 
accepted. 


As well as daily aids to 


LORD Snowdon was 
one of the team making 
the Design Centre selec- 
tion, and before the 
exhibition was formally 


- aid the handicapped. As the Design Centre exhibi- living and toys, the show opened he found time 
ee Bats te oe part of its c eee pitin n to A third kitchen designed by tion. includes a wide range of com- to have a word with 
Regional Day at the | International Year of Dis- iatest 2 eign ov ateonione Centre director Keisns<sraitt Ey ietactieats sevelignieat repr, ol atic peas 
University of Leicester. Mee P cople, rhe Spastics and includes a dishwasher ¢XPlained that such an exhibi- and equipment made for the English President 

The conference was attended “adeoosd as turned the which is easily pulled out and tion would have been mounted specific cases. Keith Grant “Is t lv t 
by Directors of Social Ser- | Dasement floor into kit- can be stacked and emptied pointed out that it was not a s too early to say 


chens and bathrooms. And 


earlier had it not been for 


: : ; : : . : : how IYDP is going — 
vices, education officers and f from a wheelchair. ; catalogue of products avail- £ 

medical officers from all over by chance the D esign Two bathrooms designed three pices. me to the front able for use by the handi- after all it’s only May. 
the Midlands region, as well | Centre decided to mount for the handicapped have wos eas ne for a wheel- capped since the Disabled First of all we are not 
as by parents of handicapped | its contribution to TYDP easy to cope with bath, wash ‘Hair to negotiate. The front Living Foundation already looking at it as a year 


children. 

The theme was “Coping with 
the Problems of the Severely 
Handicapped.” 

A welcomimng address was 
given by Mr Clem Wood, 


at the same time. 

The Society’s exhibition 
runs until May 23 and staff 
are giving up their spare 
time to man the stands on 


basins and bidets. In one, there 
is a shower, instead of a bath, 
which can be used by some- 
one who cannot stand, with a 
seat with an inflatable top 
and a simple, turn on tap so 


was recently modified and as 
a contribution to TYDP, the 
Centre sought out a team of 
experts headed by the Duke 
of Gloucester to look at what 


catered for that need but a 
demonstration and explanation 
of what is needed. 

With hundreds of people 
Jooking round the exhibition 
during weekdays and thou- 


but as the start of an 
era and if the first 12 
months bring greater 
awareness at every level 
of the needs of the dis- 


irli . abled so much the 
chairman of the Midlands Saturday. A chairlift that the whole operation of Was available. sands at the weekend it is a netied 
»,. Regional Committee, and a operates ; to convey the showering can be performed They discovered that though message that will reach a wide rg - 1 d 
workshop on the problems of | Wheelchair bound down to sitting down. Toilets, too, ideas for aids were legion, number of people. it all en iS on 
nl the severely handicapped child | the basement level. have been adjusted so that the execution was woefully The exhibition: “Design and December 31 then Bh 
i was led by Mrs Joyce Lloyd, At the Society’s exhibition ushes are easy to operate. bad. Items had not only to Disability” runs until June 20. have been useless! 
| principal _ social worker, | a kitchen raised to an 
Wi Family, Child and Education | abnormal heicht with; . 
2 P ¢ ght with a barrier 
Wy Advisory Centre, Liverpool. rail demonstrates the many 
Two eee Mian e Fes difficulties and hazards 
the ; ae 
yy cuss the problems o encountered by wheelchair- 
f severely handicapped adoles- bound people in a normal 
cent and the severely handi- | kitchen. 
capped adult were led by In contrast, two kitchens 
_ Mrs Ann Burrow, Disability | have been set up and designed 
Alliance Centre, Bristol and | with the handicapped in mind 
es e oS rank Sameer by specialist UK manufac- 
mi Of the socielys Fxecuulve | turers, Visitors are able to see 
al Council. { ; for themselves just how con- 
6B in he afternoon, Mrs Jovre | venient it is for disabled or 
> air- le t 
th Spastics Society, addressed the ee ee bound encone re 
meeting on “Looking to the 
Future”. Loss for 
Workshop plan Lowestoft 
wu THE Mid - Staffordshire LOWESTOFT and North East 
id Spastics Association plans Spastics Society is mourning 
S : 1 | the sudden death of one of 
(i to mark the Internationa f . 
: its founders, Mr Herbert 
(\’ Year of Disabled People Dives 
ji’ = by raising at least £10,000 4 ‘Deiper ego RT a 
; . 
i for a workshop. ‘ number of committees aimed 
‘ai The young adult disabled | at helping the disabled after 
hed ople in the area have no | his daughter was born with 
ja) People 1 
nif occupational or day-care | cerebral palsy, and he became 
a facilities and in the present | an expert in the field of 
| economic climate the j practical knowledge and 
county social ‘services | 2dvice. ae 
department cannot help. The Society, which was 
The spastics group plans to | formed 18 years ago, aes 
(@ provide workshop facilities, | On him as a tower of strengt 
Wi@ open five days a week, for 40 | and his loss leaves them the 
if) disabled persons. poorer. 
io 


=. 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobility 


Authorised Distributors for Vessa 

Ltd's range of Electric and Hand 

Propelled WHEELCHAIRS in West 

Midlands, Warwickshire, Worcester- 

shire and Herefordshire (Sales and 
Service). 


Enquire for details of the ‘Motability’ 
ire Purchase Plan for the Vessa 


Powerchair for Mobility 


Allowance recipients. 

Hay Road, Hay Mills, Birmingham 
B2e SHY. Telephone 021-772 5364 
Also at Warndon, Worcester 
(Telephone 28575) 


Vitesse 


“ @ THE South’ Bucks 


Society’s President Mrs 
Sheila Whitney accepts a 
cheque for £500 from Mr 
K. Flavell, Chairman of 
Beaconsfield Round 
Table’s Community Ser- 
vices Committee, watched 
by the Society’s Director 
Tim Yeo, left, who 
attended the local group’s 
executive committee meet- 
ing, and committee member 
Mr A. Alcock. 

Picture by Paddy Hember of 
Bucks Free Press. 
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The International Year 
of Disabled People 


AIDS FOR - 
THE DISABLED 
EXHIBITION 


_(Inassociation with the . 


~ Annual Conference of the College of 


Occupational Therapists) 


CUNARD INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 


> 


28th—30th MAY 1981. 


_Admission Free 


Special low cost rail travel is available, please contact 
Naidex Conventions Limited for further information 
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Bids bonanza 
at the auction 


THE night before the Great Blue Peter 
auction, Christopher Hawkings, the man who 
was to conduct it for Phillips the auctioneers, 
dreamt that it raised £7,000. In the event, the 
auction made £8,760, and that meant the 
appeal total — already past the magic: mil- 
lion mark — reached an incredible £126,356. 


When the BBC TY children’s programme 
launched the appeal to mark the International Year 
of Disabled People the target had been just £500,000. 


Phillip’s auction rooms were packed to hear Mr 
Hawkings say “All the bringing’s been done so now 
do the buying”. Bidders ranged from small children 
on their parents’ laps hoping for cuddly toys to the 
Blue Peter trio of Sarah Greene, Simon Groom and 
Peter Duncan, as well as the Society’s Chairman Mrs 
Joyce Smith. 


Sarah, Simon and Peter took on the unaccus- 
tomed role of show room assistants holding aloft 
items ranging from a model of a Thames Sailing 
Barge to a miniature camera, and joked and jested 
their way through the proceedings. 


And a spontaneous round of applause went 
up when lot 122 — a model of HMS Victory made 
of match sticks was knocked down to a_ bidder 
in the front row. For sitting there in his wheelchair 
was Joey Deacon, whose story so moved the Blue 
Peter team that they decided to make the cause of 
the disabled the subject of the appeal. Sitting with 
Joey were Ernie Roberts and Tom Blackburn — 
whose help enabled Joey to tell the story of his 
liie as a handicapped person in an institution in 
his book “Tongue Tied”. 


Aids Unit 
to close 


No’ to — 
flats 


Continued from Page 1 


much local support for the 
petition, but stressed that. 
there was no_ ill-feeling 
between residents a Zl 
handicapped people living 
in the flats. 

He went on: “There’s 
enough room within the 
grounds to build the exten. ‘j 
sion without it spoiling the — 
amenities of local residents, — 
Indeed I doubt there would 
have been so much local 
support for my petition had 
there not been ample room 
for an alternative develop. 
ment.” 

Mr Law said all local 
residents were conyince§ 
the flats were being built 
in a good cause. 

When the petition came 
before the planning com: 
mittee, chairman Copy 
Alan Michael said there 
was a long debate on the 
matter and the final yote 
had been very close. He | 
added: “It wasn’t simply 
the petition that decided 
the affair — we felt the 
Society could come up 
with better plans for the | 
additional flats.” 


No debate 


The committee’s deci- 
sion to refuse planning 
permission was approved 
by a meeting of the full 
City Council without 
debate. 

Coun Michael said: “The 
Society can appeal to the 
Welsh Office against the | 


® DIDN’T they do well! For not only did Simon Groom, Sarah Greene and Peter 
Duncan cheerfully present the items at the Great Blue Peter auction, they helped swell 
the final figure to £8,760 with their bids. Simon covldn’t resist drawing of Goldie 
although the model seems unimpressed, Sarah got a colourful kimona and Peter 
cheered when he got the bike. And handicapped people benefit through the appeal 
which is administered by the Society. 


Picture by the Daily Star. 


THE Spastics Society has 
closed down its Aids 
Research Unit at Chelten- 
ham after 18 months with 
deficits running at £80,000 
a year. The unit, which 
employed a general man- 
ager and eight electronic 
and mechanical engineers 
and machine operators, 
had been working on 
wheelchair designs, elec- 
tronic communication 
devices and communica- 
tions controls. 

The Society’s Deputy 
Director Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, who made the 
announcement, said: 

“The closure came in a 
further round of cuts 
which were part of the 
original balancing of the 
budget. The unit was of 
marginal benefit and costly 
— it couldn’t be self- 
supporting, so it had to go. 
But it is a sad blow.” 


AS unemployed work- 
ers continue their 
march to London, The 
Spastics Society made 
a plea on May 7, for 
consideration of the 
plight of the unem- 
ployed disabled 
worker. 

The latest figures from 
the Manpower Services 
Commission show _ that 
175,148 disabled people 
were unemployed, repre- 
senting 15 per cent of the 
total number of registered 
disabled people. This is 
five per cent above the 
national unemployment 
rate and represents a 25 
per cent increase over the 
last 12 months. 


— 


You can help spastics by 
ctbsrcabksaa a ee a copy of 


ily £1 20 iad ppitice) a year 


Please send until further notice 


Name and Address 
(Block capitals please) 


beereneee Feo eer anes 


Send to Circulation Assistant, 
Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, 


to the name and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the ... 


| enclose > cheque/postal order for £1.20 


teens TPP POOR eee eH ee meee eases eree Denne 


POOP TOO R eee eee eee OED eeeeetens Pee earn ee eeeneeees 


(PPR OO eee Damar eeeres POO POH CeeeeeODOeee ree erases eee P eT DeeOEeEeeOe DOLE deneeeeeeseneees 


London WIN 408. 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


issue, 


POPPE O Heme meee eneeeneees 


PEDO UO ea eee eee oones 


POPP eee meer oesereos 


Equally serious is the 
fact that, on average, dis- 
abled people face nine 
months of unemployment 
compared with less than 
four months for the aver- 

~ age ablebodied worker. 


Tim Yeo, Director of The 


Spastics Society, said: 

“The International Year of 
Disabled People is fast turn- 
ing into the International 
Year of Unemployed Disabled 
People. This negates the very 
principles of the year and 
further denies disabled people 
their rightful place in society. 


“At the very least the 
Goyernment should make the 
3 per cent quota mandatory. 
For too Jong, the quota has 
been merely words, widely 
ignored by the country’s lead- 
ing employers. Equal oppor- 
tunity at work must begin 
now.” 


Group helps to save babies 


THE Bradford and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society 
has made its biggest 
donation ever with the 
gift of a foetal moni- 
tor to Bradford Royal 
Infirmary. 

The £5,060 machine, 


which can help babies at 
risk before birth. was 


funded by a series of 
jumble sales, flag days, and 
cofiee mornings mounted 
by the Society. 

Although the hospital 
already had several moni- 
tors the need is so great 
that the new machine was 
put to use immediately, 
alter being officially accep- 
ted by Mr Eyton Jones, 
consultant obstetrician and 
gynaecologist. 


Our picture shows Mr 
Jones receiving the machine 
from Mrs R. Green, second 
from left, chairman of the 
Bradford Society, with 
Miss B. Bonner, senior 
nursing officer, Mrs P. 
Hall, committee, Mrs A. 
Horsfall, secretary, and 
Miss C. Brady, nursing 
officer. 

Picture by Bradford Tele- 
graph and Argus. 


decision if they wish,” but 
he added: “It would be far 
better for representatives 
of The Spastics Society to 
meet council planning 
officers to discuss plans for 
an alternative site. That 
would keep everybody 
happy.” 

The application was 
officially refused on the 
grounds that deyelopment 
would detract from the 
amenities of nearby resi- 
dents. 

Tim Yeo, the  Society’s 
Director said: “The 240 
objections are a terrible dis- 
appointment. It is difficult to 
see how so many _ people 
could have an interest in the 
matter since only 10 houses 
border on the preperty which 
has been happily used for 4 
number of years. Resiting will 
cost us many £1,006s, and what 
makes it particularly sad is 
that this has happened in the 
International Year of Dis 
abled People.” 
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